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>rnn(1ntorr punishment provision wni 
rcphrnf«c(l In Oio nUernntlyo. 80th Con- 
grcftf IIou>«o Heport No. 30-1. 

In<Uoimrnt for Vlolnllnsr ThU Section 
nnd Seviloho 703. 7041 I.lmlUtlon Torlod. 
Act Sept. 23, 1050, c. 3021, i 10, 04 Btnt. 
lOOo, provided that an Indictment for any 
violation of thia acctlon and ■ectloni 703 
and 704 of thii title, othor than a viola¬ 


tion constltutlnif a capital offenac, may 
bo found at any timo within ten years 
next after such violation shall have been 
committed, but that such section 30 shall 
not authoriio prosecution, trial, or pun¬ 
ishment for any offense "now” barrod by 
tho provisions of existing law, 

Cnn»i Zona. Applicability of section to 
Canal Zone, see section 14 of this title. 


Cross Roferex&oes 

Federal retirement benefits, forfeiture upon conviction of offenses described 
this section, see section 2282 of Title 6, Executive DepartraenU and Ooveriiment Offi¬ 
cers and Employees. 

Harboring and concealing, generally, see section 1071 ot seq. of this title. 
Jurisdiction of offenses, sec section 3241 of this title. 

Misprision of felony, see section 4 of this title. 

Veterans* benefits, forfeiture upon conviction under this section, see section 3303 of 
Title 38, Veterans* Benefits. ' 


§ 793 . Gathering, transmitting, or losing defense information 
(a) Whoever, for the purpose of obtaining information respect¬ 
ing the national defense with intent or reason 
information is to be used the injury of the United Slates, oi^to 
thTadraVtagrora'^^ foreign ^nation," goe^uponVenters, flies over, 
or *^otherwisc obtains information concerning any vessel, aircraft, 
work of defense, navy yard, naval station, submarine base, fueling 
station, fort, battery, torpedo station, dockyard, canal, railroad, 
arsenal, camp,* factory, mine, telegraph, telephone, wireless, or sig¬ 
nal station, building, office, research laboratory or station or other 
place connected with the national defense owned or constructed, 
or in progress of construction by .the United States or under the 
control of the United States, or of any of its officers, departments, 
or agencies, or within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, 
or any place in which any vessel, aircraft, arms, munitions, or 
other materials or instruments fer use in time of war are being 
made, prepared, repaired, stored, or are the subject of research or 
development, under any contract or agreement with the United 
States, or any department or agency thereof, or with any person on 
behalf of the United States, or otherwise on behalf of the United 
States, or any prohibited place so designated by the President by 
proclamation in time of war or in case of national emergency in 
which anything for the use of the Army, Navy, or Air Force is 
being prepared or constructed or stored, information as to which 
prohibited place the President has determined would be prejudicial 
to the national defense; or 

(b) Whoever, for the purpose aforesaid, and with like intent or 
reason to believe, copies, takes, makes, or obtains, or attempts to 
copy, take, make, or obtain, any sketch, photograph, photographic 
negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, docu* 
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mcnt, writing, or note of anything connected with the national de¬ 
fense; or 

(c) Whoever, for the purpose aforesaid, receives or obtains or 
agrees or attempts to receive or obtain from any person, or from any 
source whatever, any document, writing, code book, signal book, 
sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, 
model, instrument, appliance, or note, of anything connected with 
the national defense, knowing or having reason to believe, at the 
time he receives or obtains, or agrees or attempts to receive or obtain 
it, that it has been or will be obtained, taken, made, or disposed of 
by any person contrary to the provisions of this chapter; or 

(d) Whoever, lawfully having possssaimiof, access to, control 
over, or being entrusted with any i^ocumc^ writing, code book, 
signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, 
plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, or no te relatin g to the na¬ 
ti onal def ense, or information relating to the national defense which 
information the possessor has reason to believe could be used to the 
injury of the United Stateror to the advantage ot any loreigh iialion, 
willfully communicates, delivers, transmits or causes to be com¬ 
municated, delivered, or transmitted or attempts to communicate, 
deliver, transmit or cause to be c^i^unicated, delivered or trans¬ 
mitted the same to any nerson inot entitled to re ceive willfully 
retains the same and fails to deliver it on demand to the officer or 
employee of the United States entitled to receive it; or 

(e) Whoever having u nauthorized possession of, access to, or 
control over any documenCT^writing7 code book, signal book, sketch, 
photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, 
instrument, appliance, or note relating to the _ nation al defense, or 
information relating to the nati^l defense w hTcKTnf^ rmation the 
possessor has_reason to believe could be _uscd lo the_injur^of_the 
United StatcT^r~toThe advantage of'any foreign nation, willfully 
c^mumcaTes, delivers, transmits or causes to be communicated, 
delivered, or transmitted, or attempts to communicate, deliver, trans¬ 
mit or cause to be communicated, delivered, or transmitted the same 
to any person not entitled to receive it, or wiyiuliy^xclftiM the same 
and fails to deliver it to the officer or employee of the United States 
en titled to r eceive it ; or 

(f) Whoever, being entrusted with or h.aving lawful possession 
or control of any document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch, 
photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, 
instrument, appliance, note, or information, relating to the national 
defense, (1) through gross negligence permits the same to be re¬ 
moved from its proper place of custody or delivered to anyone in 
violation of his trust, or to be lost, stolen, abstracted, or destroyed, 
or (2) having knowledge that the same has been illegally removed 
from its proper place of custody or delivered to anyone in violation 
of his trust, or lost, or stolen, abstracted, or destroyed, and fails 
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to make prompt report of such loss, theft, abstraction, or destruction 
to his superior officer— 

Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than 
ten years, or both. 

(g) If two or more persons conspire to violate any of the fore¬ 
going provisions of this section, and one or more of such persons do 
any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties 
to such conspiracy shall be subject to the punishment provided for 
the offense which is the object of such conspiracy. June 25, 1048, 
c. 646, 62 Stat. 736; Sept. 23, 1060, c. 1024, Title I, § 18, 64 Stat. 1003. 


Historical and 

Hovlfior’s Note. BnRcd on sections 31 
and 30 of Titio 00. U.8.C., 1010 ed.. War 
and National Defense (Juno 25. 1017, c. 
30, Title I, fiS 1, C. 40 Stat. 217, 210; Mar. 
23. 1010. c. 72. I 1. 54 Stat. 70). 

Section consolidated sections 31 and 30 
of Titio 50, U.S.C., 1010 cd.. Wor and Na¬ 
tional Defense. 

Words "departments or agencies" were 
Inserted twice in conformity with dofinl- 
tlvo section 0 of this title to cllminato any 
possible ambiguity as to scope of section. 

Tho words "or induces or aids another" 
were omitted wherever occurring as un¬ 
necessary In view of definition of "princi¬ 
pal" in section 2 of this title. 

Mandatory punishment provision was 
repiirased in the alternative. 

Minor changes were made In phrase¬ 
ology. 60th Congress IIouBe Itcport No. 
304. 

1050 Amendment. Act Sept. 23, 1050, 
divided section into subdivisions, added 
laboratories and stations, and places 


Hovision Notes 

where material or Instruments for use in 
time of war oro tho subject of research 
or development to tho list of facilities 
and places to which subsection (a) ap¬ 
plies. mndo subsection (d) nppllcobls only 
in cases in which possession, access, or 
control is lawful, added subsection (c) to 
tako caro of cases in which possession, 
access, or control is unlawful, mndo sub¬ 
section (f) npplicnblo to Instruments and 
appliances, as well ns to documents, rec¬ 
ords, etc., and provided by subsection 
(g) a separate penalty for consplrncy to 
violnto any provisions of this section. 

Indictment for Violntlnir This Section; 
l^imitniion Tcrlod. Limitation period in 
connection with indictments for violating 
this section, see noto under section 702 
of this title. 

Canal Zone. Applicability of section to 
Canal Zone, see section 14 of this title. 

Legislative History i For legislative 
history and purpose of Act Sept. 23. 1050, 
see 1050 U.S.Code Cong.Senrice, p. 3S8d. 


Cross Heferenoes 

Activities affecting ormed forces— 

CJenornlly, see section 2387 of this title. 

During war, see section 2388 of this title. 

Classified information, disclosure by Government offlciol, or other person, penalty 
for, SCO section 783(b), (d) of Title 50, Wor and National Defense, and sccUon 708 of 
this title. 

Federal retirement benefits, forfeiture upon conviction of offenses, described under 
this section, see section 2282 of Title 6, BxecuUve Departments and Government Of¬ 
ficers and Employers. 

Jurisdiction of offenses, see section 5241 of this title. 

Letters, wrlUngs, etc., in ylolaUon of thia section as nonmailable, see section 1717 
of this title. 

Veterans’ benefits, forfeiture upon conviction under thia section, eee section 8505 of 
Titio 38, Vetorana* Dcnefita. 
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